Name: _________________

Assignment to be completed by November 13, 2011 

1) Memorize Articles One and Two of the Apostles’ Creed (become familiar with Luther’s 	explanation).	Be prepared to fill in the blanks for the creed and Luther’s explanation of it.

1st Article of the Creed	
	I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 

Luther’s Explanation:
“I believe that God has created me and all that exists.
     He has given me and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.
    He provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and all I need from day to day.
    God also protects me in time of danger and guards me from every evil.
    All this he does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.
    Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him.
    This is most certainly true.”

2) How many times does Luther use first person pronouns (I, me and my) in his explanation of the first article.

3) List the verbs Luther uses to describe God’s care for us.


4) Please look up, read and write down Hebrews 11:1 

5) Genesis 1:1-3 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light” (NIV)
	How did God create? (hint: see verse 3)


6).  Psalm 33:6:   “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.” (NIV)
	How did God create everything?  


7)  Luke 11:1-2
 “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."
  He said to them, "When you pray, say:
  " `Father,  hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come.  	Why do we call God “Father?”  

8) Please read the following passage
	1 John 3:1   “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!” (NIV)
	What does God the Father call us?


9) God is near to us as our loving parent, yet far beyond us since God is all powerful, the creator of all that exists.  What would it be like if God were loving and kind but not very powerful?


10) What would it be like if God were all powerful but not loving and kind?


11) When you find out that God created you and loves you, and that God makes no mistakes, what is your reaction?


12) Some Christians do not believe that the creeds of the church are necessary.  They believe that the only thing needed is the Bible.  How do you think the Apostles’ Creed can work together with the Bible to help guide the church and believers?


APOSTLES’ CREED  - 2nd ARTICLE  “Jesus Christ our Lord”
	“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
	He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
	He descended into hell.
	On the third day he rose again.  
	He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	            He will come again to judge the living and the dead.”

 Martin Luther’s explanation: (written about 1530 A.D.)
		What does this mean?
     I believe that Jesus Christ – true God, Son of the Father from eternity,
and true man, born of the Virgin Mary – is my Lord.
     At great cost he has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned person.
     He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil –
not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.
     All this he has done that I may be his own, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.  
     This is most certainly true.	
1)  Please list the verbs that Luther uses to describe what Jesus has done for us. 


2)  Why has God done all of this?  What do we get out of it?


3) Please answer the following questions:
	How does the Creed state that Jesus was God’s son?


	How does the Creed state that Jesus was human?

	How does the Creed state that Jesus had a body?


	How does the Creed state that Jesus was a person in history?


	How does the Creed state that Jesus didn’t just go to heaven without death?


	What will Jesus do when he comes back?
	

6)  The name ‘Christian’ is as old as the New Testament.  Read Acts 11:26 and write the name of the city where this name was first used: _________________

7)  Read Matthew 1:21 and discover the approximate meaning of the name Jesus.  ‘You shall call his name Jesus, because _______________________________.

8)  What titles did Peter use to describe Jesus in Matthew 16:16 when Jesus asked him, ‘But who do you say that I am?’
     “You are ___________________________, the_____________________________.”

9)  The gospel of John says that “God so loved the world that he gave his only ______________” (John 3:16)

10)  Paul says in Philippians 2:9-11 that every creature will ‘confess that Jesus Christ is ___________.’
